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A. M. E. MINISTERS

Their Influence Upon Race Pro-
gress to be R.ecorded by Mr
Ralph W Tyler - Story of How
Ghe Work Came to be Inaugu-
rated

One of the brightest writers in the
country is Mr. Ralph W. Tyler, who
holds a responsible position upon the
staff of the Columbus Daily Dispaich.
He is well-posted upon the general his-
tory of the race in church matters, as
well as in the arena of politics, business,

education and journalism. We are
pleased to note that the versatile Mr.
Tyler has been associated in the work
of preparing the Encyclopedia of A. M.
E. Ministers. It is claimed that this
work will show unmistakingly that the
A. M. E. industry has been the strongest
force at work, and has exerted the most
potent influence in the wonderful ad-
vancement of the American Negro. As

Ralph W Tyler

no one connected with the work is con
nected directly or indirectly with the A.
M. E. church, in making good this claim
for the A. M. E. ministry, the charge of
coloring or favoritism cannot possibly be
made.

This Encyclopedia is exciting consid-
erable interest in the ministry of the Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church, and
the question among them is who and how
many will measure up to a standard suf-
ﬁ'cn:ntly" high to appear in this work. A
.\vcw York gentleman who happened in
Washington the other day related the

story uf'hnw it came that such a work
was projected. He stated that it really
was the result of a wager between two
wgulthy white gentlemen, one from the
West and the other from the South, who
happened to be dining together at the
\\‘ald«{rf. New York city.

During the conversation the “subject
of tlu: colored man came up, the gentle-
man from the South making the remark
that' the Southern whites were the Ne-
gro’s best friend, and had educated him.
The wealthy \\'L'st(-rrl gentleman took
€xceptions to this statement, saying that
those colored men who had not educated
themselves had been educated by North-
€rm money, and in the conversation that
ensued declared that the advancement of
the colored man, in the last quarter of a
century, was due to the ministers of the
A. M. E church, and that he could prove
1t; that organization contained more
black brains than all other organizations
put together.

The result of it all was the Western
millionaire agreed to collect together all
the A. M. E. ministers who had accomp-
lished something, and when collected it
would show that this ministry was in the
majority. It was stipulated that no man
connected with the A. M. E.-church
should be engaged in the preparation of
the work. This occurred last summer.
The next question with the Western mil-
lionaire was the selection of the man
who should have charge of the work. He
preferred to have a colored man as ed-
itor, but who? Many names were can-
vassed for the work, and finallv the
Western millionaire visited Mr. Tyler,
presented his plan and made him a prop-
osition. He was given a week to con-
sider it, at the end of which time he de-
clined the offer, stating that he did not
care to give up his position on the Co-

lumbus Lvening Dispatch staff, and the

work was too great to be accomplished,
in the length of time zallowed, in connec-
tion with his work on the Dispatch. A
second proposition was made l_1im, ex-
tending the time for completion, and
carrying with it a handsome increase in
salary. Mr. Tyler finally accepted and
went to work, still retaining his position
on the Dispatch.

It is estimated that the expense at-
tached to getting out the work will be
in the neighborhood of over $25,000,
quite $20,000 of this being for the me-
chanical labor, all of which the Western
millionaire furnishes.

The editien is to be limited to 10,000
copies, and if placed on the market, it
will be simply by subscription, and the
charge per copy being only sufficient to
cover the mechanical cost. For instance
if the mechanical cost of 10,000 copies is
$20,000 the price per copy will be $2, the
salary of Mr. Tyler and his assistants
not to be considered or estimated in the
cost, but borne by the Western million-
aire. In fact, he is to put up the money
for the entire costs.

An iron-clad agreement was made that
his name should not be mentioned, for
the reason, as he stated it, “If my name
is known in connection with furnishing
funds for this work, my life will be made
1 burden by. hundreds of people and or-
zanizations importuning me for dona-
‘ions, to churches, colleges, societies and
what not.”

When the work is completed, how-
ever. the name of the wealthy gentleman,
who by the way is a great friend of the
racg, and has proved his friendship on
many occasions, that made this work
nossible, will be made public.

The gentleman who related this story

» THE CorLorep AwMERICAN, further
tates that he knows it is the intention
f this miilionaire benefactor, should the
‘ntire ten thousand copies be sold, to
lonate at least one third of the money
received from the sale to the A. M. E.
*hurch as a fund for aged and superan-
ated ministers.

It is believed, should the consent of
he backer of this project be secured to
nake the edition 20,000 instead of Tim-
‘ting it to 10,000, he would gladly, and
heerfully donate fully one-half of the
roceeds for the purpose named. Tt is
believed, at the proper time, Mr. Tyler
will make this suggestion. A sufficient
sum might be accumulated, in this way,
to furnish comforts for many an old
minister who has grown gray in the
cause, for not one in a hundred when he
reaches the age when infirmities of age
renders him incapable of active pastor-
age has sufficient to live comfortably.

THE GOSPEL OF WORK,
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me then as being supplied with unusual
common sense, a broad and informed
mind, a well-grounded and clear-vision-
ed man. My larger and closer experience
has proven the correctness of that early
estimate. Intellectually, he is unencum-
bered with any useless learning and is
singularly free from all fads and crank-
isms. Reaching from humble begin-
nings a position of power and distinction
s journalist, lawyer and diplomat by
toilsome and faithful application he has
never forgot the pit-falls and obstacles
he has so successfully overcome, which

is at once the menace and the glory of
any young man starting life in a civiliza-
tion like ours.

John Durham began life under condi-

tions peculiarly American. His parents
were honest, hard-working, respectable
and poor. He “worked” his way through
school and college. His whole career
spells work. The career of Lincoln,
(Garfield, Blaine and Garrison are at once
suggested in this respect. His life has
been free of romance. It has been work!
work! work! He is a native Philadel-
rhian, and at an early
natural aptness for his studies. He
went through the public schools in or-
der, graduating at the Institute for Col-
ored Youths—that school made famous
by Mrs Fannie Jackson-Coppin. The
following vear he began teaching hold-
ing many positions of prominence in the
public schools of Pennsylvania, Mary-
fand and New Jersey. After preparing
for College he entered the University of
Pennsylviinia, where he took a five year's
course in science, graduating with the

degree of Bachelor of Science, He also

age showed a

took a post graduate course in civil en-
ginecring. While at the University he
was editor-in-chief of the University
Magazine, a position he filled so ably
that he attracted the attention of the
leading iou: nalists of the country. Leav-
ing the University, he went to the repor-
torial staff of the Evening Bulletin, and
in a short while was promoted to an
Associate Editor’s desk. 1 shall let the
Public Ledger and the Bulletin speak of
his work as a journalist. The first is a
iournal established by the late George W.
Childs, which still enjoys international
reputation because of its h.lgh quality and
standing as a conservative newspaper.
These editorial tributes came as an echo
to the selection of Mr. Durham by
President Harrison as United States con-
sul to Santo Domingo.

Said the Bulletin:* Mr. John S. Dur-

hzam, who has been for about five years
connected with the editorial staff of the
Ezening Bulletin, has resigned in 'or.dcr
to accept the appointment of United
States consul at San Domingo * * *
The President has made no better ap-
pointmesa: than this one. Mr. Durham
is a young gentleman of excellent edu-
-ation, acquired by his own labor, ex-
tensive reading, quick intelligence, the
nurest integrity and most honorable as-
pirations. Manly, but modest, he h:gs
commanded the respect of every intelli-
vent gentleman with whom he has bgen
hroveght in contact. He was most faith-
fu! and industrious in his work as a
iournalist, but in his spare time he de-
voted himself to the interests of. }he
colored race in Philadelphia, organizing
werkingimen's clubs and other usefu!
associat‘ons, encouraging his friends to
strive for education and to make them-
selves by industry and good habits thor-
>ughly fit for the privileges of American
citizenship. The proprietors of this

paper lose in him a most faithful and |
While regretting his |
leparture, they feel confident that in his |

agreeable worker.

new sphere of duty he will prove a use-
ful Government officer and a creditable
illustration of what, amid many difficul-
ties of an extraordinary character, may
bhe accomplished by an earnest and hon-
orable young man.”

Said the Public Ledger: “The Ledger
would entirely agree with the Evening
Bulletin in its statement that President
Harrison ‘has made no better appoint-
ment’ than that of Mr. John S. Durham
to the post of consul at San Domingo if
it were quite assured that the appoint-
ment did not move the recipient from a
ereater to a lesser sphere of usefulness.
The President is, of course, quite right
‘o secure for the Federal service the
very best character and talent obtainable,
and in this instance he has done it to a
conspicuous degree, as Mr. Durham is
not only a man of ability, but of excep-

tionable character. But Mr. Durham |
has been among his own people in Phil- |

adelphia. and only he probably knows
how hard and with what good results he
has woérked with and for them. Others
know something, not all, of the earnest
manly zeal he has persistently shown in
his endeavors to improve their condi-
tion, physically, mentally, morally and
socially. He has been one of the most
practicable educators among them, and
so unselfish, energetic, intelligent and
modest has he been as to compel not only
the respect and admiration of his col-
ored, but of his white brethren as well.
Mr. Durham is universally esteemed not
only as an unobtrusive, sincere helper of
his race, but as a citizen and editor. For
five years he has been upon the editorial
staff of the Evening Bulletin, and in that
position has established his reputation as
a capable, public-spirited and honorable
journalist. * * * The only question
is, Do not his people and journalism lose
more than the country gains by Ms trans-
fer to the consular service? Nothing but
praise is due the President for his desire
to secure for that service a man of Mr.
Durham’s acquirements and respecta-
bility, but his departure will still be re-
gretted by those who know with what
high purpose and effectiveness he has
labored in this city for the public gen-
erally and for his own people particu-
larly.”

He made a reputation as a diplomat.
Returning home in ’94, he had barely
landed before he had re-entered his old
Alma Mater to resume Lis legal studies
which had been interrupted by his ab-
sence as a diplomatic officer. In Jless
than two years after his admission to the
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HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS
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THE MKINLEY HOUSE,

489 Missouri Ave. Necar 6 St,

First-class accommodaticons for all.
An up-todate Hotel for colored
people. Rooms neatly furnished,
linens clean, and prices within
reach of all. Meals and Lunches
served at all hours. The

PORTER : HOUSE ; CAFE
103 6th St,, N. W,

Wines, uiquors and Cigars.—A full
line of thé choicest ligaors, the best
brands of cigars and the coolest |

beer in Washington, ‘

: BROWN & SMITH,

W. M. DRURY'S

RESTAURANT
1100 20th 8St., corner L. N. W,
Washiagtoa, - - D. 0.

THY SOUTHERN HOTEL,
- BN -E-R-R-N-R-N-IN-N-R-R-R-R-R-Eay-X-J
Good board, steam heat and
electric bells. Home comforts,
moderate prices. 311 Pa. Av,,

n. w, Washingtcn.  G.
Fine wines, licuors, cigars and

To*acco.
[-X-F-N-N-E-E-R-T -2 -R-R-R-N-N-N-N-N-N-]

JACK M. RYAN, Pror.
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8he Woodson BHouse

First-class, newly furnished and decorated, un-
urpassed cuisine. convenient to all cars, Only
alf square from Penasylvania Eepot.

467 Missouri Avenue.

Hexry Whoobsov, Proprietor.
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PHILADELPHIA HOUBE.
M. F, CArroLL, Prop.

Restaurant and Saloon

348 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
ashington, D. C. &
Meals to Order. Everything First

Class.
Billiard and Pool Parlors Attached.

Liguors of all kinds,
Choilee Cigars.

SMITH CAFE

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN’S
. DINING ROOM.
Board by the Day or Week.

A, M. SMITH,
479 Missour: Ave.

Prop.
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HOTEL CLYDE,

476 MISSOURI AVE, N.W,
First-Class Accomodations

For
Ladies and Gentlemen. Hot
and Cold Baths.

MRS, ALICE E. HALL,
Proprietress,




